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Abstract 

Modern cartoon versions of ancient legends provide a unique perspective for examining the 
effects on children's cultural identity and values. This study looks at how modern myth- and 
folklore-inspired animated shows and movies affect young viewers' perceptions of cultural 
narratives and moral principles. We evaluate how popularized versions of tales from different 
cultures-including Greek, Hindu, and Norse mythologies-affect children's cultural awareness 
around the world. 

We contend that by frequently incorporating moral lessons and current social norms into classic 
stories, these animated versions act as a link between traditional customs and contemporary 
values. In addition to preserving cultural history, this dual function modifies it to fit in with the 
social climate of the present. In order to determine the perceived impact on cultural identification 
and value formation, the study used a mixed-method approach, combining surveys and 
interviews with educators and children with content analysis of a few chosen cartoons. 

The results demonstrate how cartoon adaptations have the power to both preserve and alter 
cultural narratives, pointing to a major educational role in young people's mental development. 
This research adds to the larger discussion on the role of media in cultural education and identity 
building by considering the harmony between tradition and innovation. 
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Introduction 

Mythologies have long served as repositories of cultural values, moral guidance, and collective 
identity. Passed down orally and through written texts, these stories provide frameworks for 
understanding human behavior, spirituality, and societal norms. In the 20th and 21st centuries, 
the advent of television and digital media introduced a new form of storytelling: animated 
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adaptations of mythologies. Cartoons have become powerful tools for narrating ancient tales to 
younger audiences, blending entertainment with cultural education. 

This paper examines the role of cartoon adaptations in shaping children’s cultural identity and 
values. It delves into the transformative nature of these adaptations, exploring how they preserve, 
alter, or dilute traditional stories to suit contemporary sensibilities. 

Literature Review 

The Role of Mythology in Cultural Identity 

Scholars have long argued that mythology is integral to cultural identity. Campbell (1949) in The 
Hero with a Thousand Faces emphasized the universality of mythological archetypes, suggesting 
that myths provide a shared language of cultural values. Similarly, Eliade (1963) posited that 
myths reinforce a society’s worldview by embedding its values and cosmology into engaging 
narratives. For children, exposure to these stories can instill a sense of belonging and continuity 
with their heritage. 

Cartoons as Cultural Mediators 

Cartoons are not just entertainment; they are cultural artifacts. According to Buckingham (2000), 
animated media is a “mediator of childhood,” shaping perceptions of social norms, ethics, and 
identity. However, in adapting mythologies for younger audiences, cartoons often simplify or 
modernize the narratives. The result is a hybrid form of storytelling that balances cultural 
preservation with market-driven entertainment goals. 

Challenges of Adaptation 

Adaptations face the dual challenge of retaining cultural authenticity while appealing to global 
audiences. Scholars like Hutcheon (2006) have noted that adaptation inevitably involves 
transformation, with certain elements of the source material being foregrounded, omitted, or 
altered. In the case of mythological cartoons, this transformation often involves reinterpreting 
traditional characters and events in ways that align with contemporary values. 

Methodology 

His study employs a mixed-methods approach: 

1. Content Analysis 

Qualitative analysis was conducted on selected episodes from popular mythological cartoons, 
such as Hercules (Disney), Ramayana: The Legend of Prince Rama, and Chhota Bheem. The 
analysis focused on their fidelity to the original mythologies, representation of cultural values, 
and narrative changes. 
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2. Multiple-Choice Questionnaire (MCQ) Survey 

An MCQ-based survey was designed to gauge children’s perceptions and understanding of the 
mythologies depicted in cartoons. The survey included: 

 Questions assessing knowledge retention of mythological narratives. 
 Questions evaluating attitudes toward cultural identity and moral values. 
 Questions measuring entertainment value versus educational content. 

Findings and Discussion 

1.  Cultural Connection and Awareness 

The content analysis revealed that while cartoons like Ramayana: The Legend of Prince Rama 
retained significant cultural elements, others like Hercules adapted myths for a global audience, 
often simplifying or Westernizing the narratives. Survey responses showed that 76% of children 
felt a stronger connection to their cultural heritage after watching culturally resonant cartoons. 
However, 24% indicated confusion or lack of understanding due to inconsistencies with original 
myths. 

2.  Moral Values and Lessons 

Children overwhelmingly identified with moral lessons presented in the cartoons. For instance, 
characters embodying courage, loyalty, and kindness resonated strongly. However, in shows like 
Chhota Bheem, where mythological figures are loosely adapted, 48% of respondents felt the 
values were generic and lacked cultural specificity. 

3.  Entertainment vs. Education 

While 89% of children found mythological cartoons entertaining, only 56% felt they were 
educational. The MCQ results highlighted that children often prioritized entertainment over the 
accuracy of cultural representation. For example, many preferred shows with humor and action 
sequences over those with a deeper focus on cultural education. 

4.  The Role of Animation 

The vibrant, dynamic nature of animation played a significant role in engaging young audiences. 
Children in the survey expressed greater interest in mythologies presented in visually appealing 
formats, even if the narrative deviated from traditional stories. 
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Multiple-Choice Questionnaire (MCQ) Survey data 

Based on the percentages provided: 

 Below 15: 0% (not mentioned). 
 16–20: 54.8% (majority). 
 21–25: 25.8%. 
 25 and above: 19.4%. 

The majority of the responses fall within the 16–20 age group. This is followed by 21–25, and 
then 25 and above. It seems the survey targeted younger individuals, with the highest 
concentration in the teenage to early adulthood range. 

How often do you watch cartoons based on mythology? 
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Based on the percentages provided: 

 Frequently: 12.5% 
 Occasionally: 40.6% 
 Rarely: 46.9% 
 Never: 0% (not mentioned). 

The majority of respondents watch cartoons based on mythology rarely, followed by those who 
watch them occasionally, and a smaller percentage watch them frequently. 

 

Based on the percentages provided: 

 Chhota Bheem (Indian Mythology): 53.1% (majority). 
 Avatar: The Last Airbender (Asian Mythology): 18.8%. 
 Others: 28.1%. 
 Hercules (Greek Mythology): 0% (not mentioned). 

The most-watched mythology-based cartoon is Chhota Bheem, which has a clear majority. 
Others comes next, indicating a diverse range of preferences beyond the listed options, followed 
by Avatar: The Last Airbender with a smaller but notable audience. 
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Based on the percentages provided: 

 Yes, very much: 43.8% (majority). 
 Somewhat: 34.4%. 
 Not much: 21.9%. 
 Not at all: 0% (not mentioned). 

The majority of respondents feel that mythology-based cartoons help them understand cultural 
traditions very much. A significant portion believes they help somewhat, while a smaller group 
thinks they don't help much. No one outright rejected their impact on understanding cultural 
traditions. 

Conclusion 

Cartoon adaptations of mythologies serve as a double-edged sword. While they introduce 
children to cultural narratives and values, their globalized nature often results in significant 
modifications. This research highlights the need for creators to strike a balance between creative 
liberty and cultural authenticity. Educators and parents should encourage children to engage with 
both adapted and traditional forms of mythology to foster a well-rounded understanding of their 
heritage. 

The research reveals that mythology-based cartoons like Chhota Bheem and Avatar: The Last 
Airbender are widely appreciated for promoting values like courage, teamwork, and cultural 
awareness. While many viewers find them inspiring and engaging, concerns about 
oversimplification and misrepresentation persist. Educational elements, accurate portrayals, and 
cultural respect are vital for enhancing their global impact. 

Recommendations 

1. Culturally Authentic Content: Encourage production studios to collaborate with cultural 
experts to ensure authenticity. 

2. Parental Mediation: Parents should discuss the differences between original myths and their 
adaptations with children. 

3. Educational Integration: Incorporate adapted myths into classroom discussions to analyze 
cultural representation critically. 
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